
November 25, 2020  

Dear Garden City Community, 
  
The Board of Education continues to appreciate your support and feedback during one of the 
most challenging environments we have faced in decades. While we are pleased with the 
overall program and safety of our school community, we continually seek to improve our 
students’ experiences. This has been decidedly unlike any other year most of us have 
experienced; we hope that you can take time this week to give thanks and to be grateful for 
those loved ones around you. We also encourage you to be safe so that we can keep our 
schools open and improve the student experience.  
  
Like much of our community, the Board is aware of and concerned by the Governor’s direction 
with regard to COVID-19 micro-clusters and the associated impact on our schools. This is yet 
another example of mandates, most of which are well-intentioned, that adversely impact our 
district budget. Of particular concern is the mandate to randomly test 20% of the students and 
staff within designated micro-clusters (i.e., designated geographical areas, not necessarily 
limited to traditional geographic boundaries such as zip code, town, village or county). The fact 
remains: the vast majority of cases in our district relate to community spread. Asking the school 
system to implement a random testing regimen fails to acknowledge this fact. We are 
petitioning the governor to both introduce legislation that provides emergency aid for and to 
revise his mandates. Please see the attached letter that was sent to our elected officials; 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senator Kevin Thomas, Assemblyman Edward Ra, Interim 
Commissioner Betty A. Rosa, and Board of Regents Vice Chancellor T. Andrew Brown. Please 
also refer to the information sent out by Dr. Sinha and the PTA to learn more about the 
guidelines and how you can advocate for our district.  
  
Finally, we wish our entire community a Happy Thanksgiving filled with an abundance of joy 
and peace.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
The Board of Education 
  
Bill Holub, President 
Tom Pinou, Vice President 
Stefanie Granville, Trustee 
Michael Cassaro, Trustee 
Matthew Wakeham, Trustee 
  
 


